
Flying to the Bahamas

Disclaimer:
for the official regulations, please refer to the

appropriate websites listed in this presentation. 

So far, we have not been arrested, but you never know
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Topics

• Planning the flight (VFR)
• Border procedures
• Flying in the U.S. and in the Bahamas
• Fun in the Bahamas
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Not your $100 Hamburger

• To get to the Bahamas, you have to fly through the U.S. 
– Additional border crossings
– Complexity

• You will cross weather systems
– Usually at the exact time you are flying over the mountains

• You will be over night
– Usually more than one night and often in the same town

• Unfamiliarity and complexity means additional planning and 
workload 

• ‘Time to spare? – Go by air’
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Time

• Begin planning well in advance
– And allow sufficient time to obtain charts

• Allow flexibility of departure date
– A day or two before or after your preferred date

• Be prepared to be stuck by weather
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Route Planning

• Charts, maps and airport/facilities directories

• Flight planning software

• Weather, Mountains

• MEFs, towers

• Airspace differences

• Special airspace 

• Fuel and airports

• Hotels, restaurants
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Maps, etc

• Airport/facility directories
• U.S. sectionals or WAC charts
• Bahamas aviation chart
• Bahamas and Caribbean Pilot’s Guide
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US Airport/Facility Directories
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U.S. Sectionals
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U.S. WAC Charts
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Ordering U.S. Charts

• Order well in advance
• U.S. sectionals are generally issued twice a year
http://www.avn.faa.gov/content/naco/doles/NACOVFRDOLE.pdf

• Charts can be viewed online at:
http://skyvector.com

• U.S. Sectional is different than our VNC
http://www.avn.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=naco/online/aero_guide 
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http://www.avn.faa.gov/content/naco/doles/NACOVFRDOLE.pdf
http://skyvector.com/
http://www.avn.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=naco/online/aero_guide


Bahamas Resources 
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/intl/bahamas/index.html
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http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/intl/bahamas/index.html


Bahamas and Caribbean 
Pilot’s Guide
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Weather, Mountains

• There is always weather
– You are planning before you have any idea where it 

will be

• Consider planning two routes
– East of the mountains
– West of the mountains

• Plan your routes to go over the mountains at the 
lowest practical points...
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...just kidding
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Route Planning

Software doesn't handle multiple legs, so ...
• Plan the whole trip as a single leg
• Determine approximate locations to stop for fuel

• Re-route the trip based on fuel and overnight stops

• Save it, then delete way points to chop it down to single 
legs and print individually

• A print of the entire thing is convenient to have if you are 
making changes en route.
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Winds

• Since you don’t know the winds, yet, consider 
planning different stops for head and tail winds
– Although you can go crazy if you do this....
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Lesley’s Calculator
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The Simple Way

Pre-plan the route, without considering each landing

• Select a suitable airport every hour of flight along the 
route as a possible fuel / overnight stop

WHILE FLYING

• Get a weather briefing. Decide then, based on winds and 
weather, how far your next leg will be

• Pick one of the identified airports

• Follow the planned route, but then “Direct To” when 
nearing the destination airport

• Easy to land early or fly farther if weather is not as 
expected
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Flight Planning Software

• Golden Eagle Flight Prep
http://www.flightprep.com

• AOPA has new web-based flight planning software:    
http://www.aopa.org/flightplanning/flyqweb

• Free packages available online

– http://www.fltplan.com

– http://skyvector.com
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http://www.flightprep.com/
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MEFs, Towers

• Identify the minimum elevation figures and take 
these into account when planning the route

• Mark the spot heights and towers on your maps
– In case you will be flying less than 1,000’ above that 

figure
– There are some very tall towers in the U.S.
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Airspace
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Niagara Falls
Class D (blue dashed line)

Buffalo International
Class C (magenta solid line)



Special Airspace 

• Military Operating Areas (MOAs)
• Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs)
• Washington Flight Restricted Zone and Special 

Flight Rules Area
– Must take easy on-line course if flying within 60nm

– Carry certificate with pilot license
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Military Operating Areas (MOAs)

• Places where the military conducts flights.  
• They are referred to by names such as “Pickett”.  
• Often they are specific to an altitude range, 

– Flight Planning software provides the details. 
– The information is also on the sectional charts
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Military Operating Areas
• The MOAs (purple on maps) are often not in use, so you 

can plan to fly through them.  
– You can ask ATC en route if they are active.  

• Restricted airspace is outlined blue on map.  

• Using flight following is good insurance that you are 
staying in safe airspace.

• Alert areas – areas of intensive flight training etc.
25



Temporary Flight Restrictions 
(TFRs)

• Restricted airspace, for a temporary purpose
– Over forest fires 
– Where the President is visiting.  

• Some are not temporary (for example, you may not fly low over 
power plants, dams or stadiums)

• Many have some notice, so you can use the information 
in your planning 
– But sometimes they are declared while you are in flight. 

– Using flight following is good insurance that you are staying in 
legal airspace

http://tfr.faa.gov
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Washington D.C. Special Flight Rules Area 
and Flight Restricted Zone

http://www.faasafety.gov 28

http://www.faasafety.gov/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/070727_New_Washington_ADIZ-FRZ.jpg


Fuel and Airports

• Prices vary widely, but so do services
– http://www.aopa.org/members/airports

– http://www.100ll.com to find the best fuel prices.

– http://www.airnav.com/airports

Barnwell, 
North Carolina
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Danville, VA
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Restaurants, Hotels

• Plan your fuel and overnight stops close to 
hotels and restaurants 
– A fuel stop may become an overnight stop

– Generally, near a town

– We use Google Maps and the hotel chain websites
• Some hotels have shuttles

• The airport websites listed on the previous slide 
have some information on hotels and 
restaurants
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Our Routes to Florida

East (~100nm shorter)                            West
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Border Procedures
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http://www.dhs.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/About/Great_Seal.shtml
http://usasearch.gov/search?v%3Aproject=firstgov-web&v%3Afile=viv_1144@31%3AUupvbC&opener=full-window&man=1&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.faa.gov%2F&v%3Aframe=redirect&rpaid=1&rsource=firstgov-spotlight&v%3Astate=(root)%7Croot&rrank=0&h=7fdeaa7315607682c5cfafd626da0d6d&


Entering the U.S. 

• Documents
• Choosing an airport of arrival
• eAPIS
• Notifying customs
• Flying across the border
• Clearing Customs
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Documents
• People

– Passport (as appropriate to individual)
– Pilot documentation

• License
• Medical
• Radio operators permit

• Aircraft
– Same documents as required in Canada, plus

• User fee decal (order online) https://dtops.cbp.dhs.gov
• Authorization of aircraft owner (if not your aircraft)
• Radio Station License

– Canadian Amateur Built aircraft also need to display a Streamlined 
Special Flight Authorization:

http://www.faa.gov/aircraft/gen_av/ultralights/sfa
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Airport of Entry

• 3 different types
– International airports

• No charge, customs available at scheduled times

– Landing rights airports
• Need permission
• Ask about clearance fees

– User fee airports
• Fees are charged (sometimes $ 0.00 – so call)
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Choosing an AOE

• Choose an AOE that is convenient
– Continuously staffed at arrival time
– Or near a land border crossing

http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/toolbox/contacts/ports

• Flying from Canada, it may be any airport with customs 
service

• Flying from the Bahamas or Mexico, etc., it must be the 
closest airport to the point that you cross the border

37

http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/toolbox/contacts/ports


eAPIS Overview
Electronic Advance Passenger Information System 
• Designed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
• Provides required information to CBP electronically (web-

based)

• Used by commercial carriers and the private aviation 
community

• Includes the submission of notices of arrival and/or departure 
and traveler manifests (crew and passenger) to CBP

http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/inspections_carriers_facilities/apis/e_apis_information.xml 

• AOPA has developed an excellent course:
http://flash.aopa.org/asf/eAPIS/
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eAPIS Initial Steps

• Sign up (allow two weeks)
– Web-accessible email address

• Enter pilot information
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eAPIS Inbound Manifests

• Enter details of flights 
– Time of border crossings
– Time/Airport of arrival
– Airports in past 24 hours

• Enter details of pilot and passengers
– Passport, birthdate, home address

– Address in the U.S.

– Non-Canadians
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eAPIS Submit Manifest

• Submit inbound passenger manifest
– Minimum 1 hour in advance

• Receive e-mail confirming permission to fly
– Confirms passengers not on No-Fly List only

– Does NOT guarantee passengers will be admitted to the U.S.

• E-mail received is vague
– Indicates # of passengers “processed”
– Make sure the count of passengers matched number submitted
– Typically received within a few minutes
– Check your spam box
– Call CBP AOE if not received after one-half hour
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Changes

• Manifest changes after submission
– Time/location

• Call customs at AOE

– Passengers 
• Deleted 

– Do nothing

• Added
– Submit passenger manifest with plane, pilot and new 

passengers only
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Customs Appointment

• Call US Customs and give
“Notice of intended arrival by private aircraft”
– Advance notice varies by day, time, location

(often not as published)
– Confirm they have received your Manifest
– Obtain agent’s badge number
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Ready now for an International flight !
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Flying Across the Border

• Mandatory requirements
– Active flight plan
– Transponder code
– Communicating with ATC

• Recognizing the border
– Line on the map

– Painted red on the ground
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CBP Penalties

• Must arrive at AOE +/- 15 minutes
• Officially, $5,000 for first offence
• Penalty not enforced for unintentional infractions

– If delayed in flight, ask FSS or ATC to relay your new arrival time 
to customs

– Land at any airport in in case of poor weather, emergency or 
other urgent situation - call customs, stay in plane, etc.
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Clearing U.S. Customs

• Remain in the aircraft
• Radiation scan
• Documents ready

• If arriving in Florida, take all baggage out of airplane and 
proceed directly into Customs.
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U.S. Border Crossing

• Much easier than it sounds
• Submit eAPIS with the best information you can, 

then call CBP office with questions
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Flying in the U.S.

• Flight plans
• Weather & NOTAMs 
• ATC & Flight Service
• Other differences
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Flight plans
• Activation

– not automatic like Canada

– ask for “assumed departure” when filing
– call using cellphone from airplane

– radio FSS airborne

• Expires automatically 2 hours after proposed departure 
time if not activated

• Close airborne or by phone after landing 
• SAR 30 minutes or less
• Equipment codes slightly different

• 1-800-Wx Brief (Lockheed-Martin )
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Weather and NOTAMS

• Sources of weather info:
http://adds.aviationweather.gov
http://www.aopa.org/members/wx
– 1-800-Wx Brief

Three types of weather briefing:
• Outlook
• Standard

• Abbreviated 

• Sources of NOTAMS
http://www.aopa.org/whatsnew/notams.html
– WxBrief
– Ask for latest info on TFRs (on record)
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Talking With ATC

• Call signs Charlie     - Golf Mike Alpha Bravo
Canadian - Golf Mike Alpha Bravo

• Flight following
– No ‘en route’ frequency

– Controllers help ensure you do not stray into inappropriate 
airspace

• Initial Call
– After contact, succinctly state your ident, type, location, altitude, 

request

• Hand-offs
– Jax Center, Charlie Golf Mike Alpha Bravo, VFR, four thousand 

five hundred
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Talking With ATC
● Clearance Delivery

● Busy IFR airport
● Call prior to Ground to arrange departure

● Provide destination, heading altitude, request flight following
● Ground just handles taxiing

● GCO (Ground Communication Outlet)
● Remote communication outlet, for use on ground only
● To contact Clearance Delivery or Flight Service
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Talking to FSS

Request ATC to leave frequency to talk with FSS

FLIGHT SERVICE
• Flight plan and weather updates

• 24 hours

• In flight, often listen to nearest VOR with Nav radio, while 
transmitting with COM radio

• VORs with capital H in upper right corner broadcast weather 
SIGMETs

FLIGHT WATCH
• weather updates only, do NOT handle flight plans

• 6:00am to 10:00pm local time

• 6000' and higher on 122.0
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Other U.S. Differences

• Airspace
• Circuit entry at non-towered airports
• VFR over the top - apply to FAA for approval

• Special VFR at night - requires IFR rating

• ‘get out of jail free’ card (NASA Air safety reporting 
system)
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Florida to the Bahamas

• Several Florida coastal airports have FBOs that cater to 
Bahamas flying
– Palm Beach
– Miami
– Fort Lauderdale
– Fort Pierce
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Banyan FBO – Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport
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Departing the U.S.

• Submit the eAPIS departure manifest
• Normal border crossing procedures apply:

– Active flight plan

– Transponder code

– Communicating with ATC
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eAPIS Departure Manifest

• For departure airport, choose nearest Customs airport 
from list. 
– Enter actual departure point in description field

• Confirm permission to depart (email)
• Changes - call customs
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eAPIS Manifests

• If you are not sure that you will have ready access to a 
computer to submit manifests, you may submit them up 
to a year in advance

• For the whole trip, you will need:
– two arrival manifests

– two departure manifests

• File all four at home before you leave
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Bahamas Customs Documents

To Enter The Islands of The Bahamas Private Pilots need:
• Three (3) copies of the C7 General Declaration

or
Four (4) copies of the C7A Bahamas Cruising Permit 
form (if you are going to more than one island)

and
• One (1) Bahamas Immigration Card per person

• Proof of Citizenship - Passport
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C7 General Declaration
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C7A Bahamas Cruising Permit form
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Bahamas Immigration Card
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Airport of Entry

• First landing must be at an airport of entry (AOE) to clear 
customs and immigration
– Approx. 1/3 of the 60 airports are AOE

• Normal hours for Customs are 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
daily 
– check with the airport for specific hours

– do not arrive at 5:25

• Take all baggage out of airplane and proceed directly to 
Customs.

70



Flight Plan - to the Bahamas
• File a Flight Plan          
• Activate Flight Plan before leaving Florida. Radio 

frequencies:
– Palm Beach 122.40

– Miami/Fort Lauderdale 122.20

– Fort Pierce 122.55

• Close your flight plan by one of these methods: 
– Prior to landing, with Nassau radio on 124.2 or 128.00
– Call 1-800-WXBRIEF or Nassau 1-242-377-7176
– Use the blue phone at your airport of entry free of charge (not 

always reliable)
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Let’s Fly to the Bahamas!
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Departing
Fort Lauderdale
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Goodbye Florida Coast!
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No Land in Sight!
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How Far Over Water ?
• The closest islands from the Florida coast are:

– Bimini - 50nm
– Grand Bahama Island – 60nm

Bimini
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Lots of boats to aim for
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Bahamian Regulations
• Mandatory requirements

– Transponder 
– Two-way radio
– 12" tail numbers (electrical tape)
– U.S. Coast Guard approved life jacket for each person on board.

• A life raft is not required, but is suggested.
• We highly recommend egress training

• No night VFR (land by sunset)
• 406 ELT exemption
• A Standardized Validation has been approved for operating 

Canadian registered amateur-built aircraft in Bahamian airspace. 
Visit www.flying.bahamas.com or call The Bahamas Tourist Office 
1-800-327-7678 for a copy of the approval
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Our Destination 2009 
Great Harbour Cay

runway
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Great Harbour Cay
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Great Harbour Cay
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Our Destination 2010 
The Islands of the Exumas





Sandals Resort, Great Exuma



Bahamian Airports

• 60 airports - only Nassau and Freeport are towered
• No Landing and tie-down fees

– For single engine aircraft 
– At government airports (approx. ½ of the airports)

• Standard procedures apply
– Left traffic
– Circuits at 1,000’
– CTAF 122.8

• Fuel available at less than 10 airports (verify availability)
• Few IFR facilities
• Few crosswind runways (but strong crosswinds!)
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Staniel Cay Airport

WIND



Great Harbour Cay Airport – Customs office
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4 BFC planes at Great Harbour Cay Airport

GMWI

93



94

Great Harbour Cay 2009
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Great Exuma Island 2010





Island Hopping

• For flight following you may be able to contact 
Nassau approach
– If not, use the CTAF 122.8

• When flying between islands, you do not need to 
file a Flight Plan
– Obtain your Cruising Permit
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2009 Going to North Eleuthera for lunch!
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Harbour Island, North Eleuthera 
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Harbour Island, North Eleuthera 
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North Eleuthera Airport
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North Eleuthera Airport 
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2010 Day Trip To Staniel Cay





Time to leave 
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Leaving the Bahamas

• You must depart from an Airport of Entry (AOE).
• Submit one copy of The Bahamas Customs (C7)
• Submit Bahamas Immigration carbon copy

• Pay departure tax of $15 per person.
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Flight Plan - from the Bahamas

• File an International Flight Plan 

• Activate your flight plan with Nassau on 124.2, 
128.0 (Nassau Radio) or 122.3 (Freeport Radio). 
– If you are unable to do this, activate with Miami Radio 

126.7, 126.9 or 118.4.  

– In Bimini, activate your flight plan on 122.1(Miami Remote 
no voice) or listen to Bimini VOR 116.7.

• VFR flights must squawk a discrete transponder 
code from FSS 126.7 (Miami Radio) before 
penetrating the ADIZ zone. 
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USA Customs Arrival

Same as prior to departing Canada:

• eAPIS Arrival Manifest

• Call Customs for clearance appointment

– Can call Miami to make appointment if customs at 
AOE is not yet open
(eg Fort Pierce opens at 9:00am)
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Gord & Wendy departing 2009
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Fort Pierce
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Flying Back to Canada

• Must have an ACTIVE Flight plan
– TC has been fining violators
– In the U.S.A. you must manually activate your flight plan

• Normal border crossing procedures apply:
– Active flight plan

– Transponder code

– Communicating with ATC

– eAPIS Departure Manifest
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Canada Customs

• Notify customs
– 2 to 24 hours in advance
– Passport info, goods to declare

• Arrive at AOE during scheduled customs hours
– Canpass or Nexus for all on board provides more flexible options

• Record the Customs Clearance number 
– in your journey log
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www.copa70.com






